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Under the Children and Families Bill which became law in 2014, Local Authorities are 

required to publish, and keep under review, information about services they expect to 

be available to children and young people with disabilities and special educational 

needs aged 0 – 25.  This is called the Local Offer.  The intention of the local offer is to 

provide choice and transparency for families.  It is an important resource for 

professionals in understanding the range of services and provision in the local area.   

How does St John’s know if children need extra help? 

At St John the Evangelist Catholic Primary School, children are identified as having 

special educational needs through a variety of ways. 

These can include: 

• Children performing far below their chronological age in a particular area. 

• Concerns raised by parents. 

• Concerns raised by teachers. This could be differences in the child’s behaviour in 

class or through pieces of work they complete. 

• Concerns raised from teachers from any previous schools. 

• Meetings with specialists outside of the school. 

• Medical and health diagnosis through doctors or hospitals. 

Slow progress and low attainment will not automatically mean a pupil is recorded as 

having SEN.  

When deciding whether special educational provision is required, we will start with the 

desired outcomes, including the expected progress and attainment, and the views and 

the wishes of the pupil and their parents. We will use this to determine the support that 

is needed and whether we can provide it by adapting our core offer, or whether 

something different or additional is needed. 

At St John the Evangelist, we cater for a range of different SEN needs.  

•  Communication and interaction, for example, autistic spectrum disorder, 

Asperger’s Syndrome, speech and language difficulties 

•  Cognition and learning, for example, dyslexia, dyspraxia, 



•  Social, emotional and mental health difficulties, for example, attention 

deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD),  

•  Sensory and/or physical needs, for example, visual impairments, hearing 

impairments, processing difficulties, epilepsy 

How will I raise concerns about my child? 

We aim to be a school with positive relationships with our parents. If you have any 

concerns at all about your child, please come and see your child’s class teacher in the 

first instance or you can also speak to: 

• Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo), Mrs Walker. She is available 

during school hours, from Wednesday to Friday  01274 679030. 

• Head of School, Mrs Ramsden. She is available during school hours on 01274 

679030. 

Alternatively, you may email concerns to be forwarded to either of the above. This can 

be done through the school office@sje.bcwcat.co.uk. 

How will St John’s support my child? 

Within St John the Evangelist Catholic Primary, we have a range of support we can put in 

place for children with special educational needs or disabilities. This support will 

depend on your child’s individual needs and circumstances. 

The range of support we can provide includes: 

• Changes to the curriculum by differentiated lessons and support in class 

according to their specific needs. For example, by grouping, 1:1 work, teaching 

style, content of the lesson etc.  

• Adapting our resources and staffing. 

• Using recommended aids, such as laptops, coloured overlaps, visual timetables 

larger font etc.  

• Catch up programs for maths and reading. 

• External support provided to us through the local council – Educational 

Psychologists, Speech and Language Support teams, Bradford SCIL team, 

Occupational Therapists. 

• Support for health needs and training for staff through the school nurse. 

• In-school talking therapy through Catholic Care.  

• Support for improving emotional and social development through social skills 

groups. 

• Pastoral support to ensure the child's views are always listened to. 

• Adjustments to homework. 
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How will my child’s progress be assessed and reviewed? 

We will follow the graduated approach and the four-part cycle of assess, plan, do, 

review.  The class or subject teacher will work with the SENCO to carry out a clear 

analysis of the pupil’s needs. This will draw on: 

•  The teacher’s assessment and experience of the pupil 

•  Their previous progress and attainment and behaviour 

•  Other teachers’ assessments, where relevant 

•  The individual’s development in comparison to their peers and national data 

•  The views and experience of parents 

•  The pupil’s own views 

•  Advice from external support services, if relevant 

The assessment will be reviewed regularly. 

When SEND is identified and a child has been placed on the SEN Register, an SSP 

(Special Support Plan) may be created with the involvement of the child, parents/carers 

and school staff. This will include:  

•  Short term outcomes / targets 

•  Teaching strategies to be used  

•  Provision to be put in place 

•  Special Educational Needs and Disability Policy Page 5 of 6 Additional to the 

Quality First classroom provision and may include any involvement from other 

agencies. 

All teachers and support staff who work with the pupil will be made aware of their 

needs, the outcomes sought, the support provided, and any teaching strategies or 

approaches that are required. We will regularly review the effectiveness of the support 

and interventions and their impact on the pupil’s progress. 

Who will oversee, plan, work with my child and how often? 

Class teachers will be responsible for any SEND children in their class. They will monitor 

the children’s needs and plan for any extra support required. They will also have regular 

meetings with the SENCo, to monitor the child’s progress. 

The school SENCo, will have overall responsibility for ensuring the progress of children 

with SEND across the school. 

Who will explain to me what support is in place for my child? 

Your child’s class teacher will meet with parents or guardians at least once a term to 

discuss your child’s needs, support and progress. During this meeting you will be given 

the opportunity to review previous provision and to provide input for their subsequent 

support plan. These plans will identify your child's individual needs and the support we 

are going to put in place for them. 



Your child will also be involved in this process as much as possible. Each term they will 

reflect on what has been working for them and what they still find difficult. This 

information will be added to their support plans.  

For any further information the SENCo will be available to discuss matters or answer 

further questions. 

How are governors involved and what are their responsibilities? 

Caroline Handley is the governor responsible for SEND at St John’s who meets regularly 

with the SENCo.  

The Governors will review the SEN policy every two years. The SENDCo will carry out 

regular monitoring and evaluation in consultation with staff, parents and children as to 

the effectiveness of the policy, with particular reference to success factors. The SENDCo 

will report on SEND issues to SEND named Governor so that information can be passed 

on to the full Governing Body. 

We also evaluate the effectiveness of provision for pupils with SEN by: 

•  Reviewing pupils’ individual progress towards their goals each term 

•  Reviewing the impact of interventions every term.  

•  Using pupil questionnaires where appropriate 

•  Monitoring by the SENCO 

•  Using ‘Provision Map’ software by Edukey to measure progress 

•  Holding annual reviews for pupils with EHC plans. 

 

How will St John’s include me as a parent? 

If your child has any SEN we invite you in to school at least once a term to discuss the 

support we can provide. This is also a chance for you to talk about your thoughts and 

ideas about what we could do in school to support your child. 

However, staff are always available at the beginning or end of the school day or you can 

contact the office and ask for a staff member to call you back. If required, we can also 

introduce a home/school link book to share events that have happened in school and at 

home. 

How will St John’s know how well my child is doing and how will they inform me of 

this? 

The class teachers monitor each child’s progress and discuss it regularly with the SENCo 

and Senior Leadership Team. We have pupil progress meetings each half term which 

look at how every child is progressing and what is being done to help all children 

achieve. Targets will be set for the child based on their starting point. These targets will 

be agreed by both the class teacher and the parents. 



Teachers will inform you of your child’s progress during consultation meetings in 

Autumn 2 and Spring 2. You will also receive a written report in the summer term.  

What training have the staff supporting SEND children had or are currently 

having? 

All staff are encouraged to undertake relevant training to maintain and develop first 

quality teaching and provision.  Where a specific need is identified training is provided.    

The school’s SENDCo regularly attends CSP and LA network meetings to keep up to date 

with local and national developments in SEND. She is an experienced teacher of 12 

years and is currently completing the National Award in Special Educational Needs.  

We have a team of teaching assistants, including higher level teaching assistants (HLTAs) 

who are trained to deliver SEN provision. 

Currently we have staff who are trained in the following areas: 

• Team Teach 

• Autism Awareness training 

• PDA 

• Mental Health First Aid 

• ACES  

• Alphabet arc 

How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child will 

get? 

The child’s class teacher, alongside the SENCo, will discuss the child’s needs and what 

support would be appropriate. Support will then be agreed with the parents. Different 

children will require different levels of support, depending on their individual needs.  

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom, including school 

trips? 

All of our extra-curricular activities and school visits are available to all our pupils, 

including our before-and after-school clubs. 

All pupils are encouraged to go on our residential trips in Year 5 and Year 6. If there is a 

concern for safety this will be assessed on an individual basis. All steps will be taken to 

make reasonable adjustments where possible. This may include day visits, parents 

being invited to accompany children and additional 1:1 support where feasible. 

All pupils are also encouraged to take part in sports day/school plays/special 

workshops, etc. 

 

 



How accessible is the school environment? 

The school is wheelchair accessible and contains a disabled toilet. 

The school’s accessibility plan can be found on the school website.  

 

How will specialist equipment be obtained for my child ,if needed? 

Specialist equipment for supporting children with additional needs are precured / 

ordered via the schools SEN budget on an individual basis. 

How will St John’s prepare and support my child when joining the school and 

transferring to a new school? 

New joiners 

We encourage all new children to visit our school prior to starting. If your child has a 

SEND they may wish to visit more than once. We try to liaise with any previous schools 

to find out as much information as we can about your child and any extra needs they 

may have before they start. This information helps us to determine the type of support 

and arrangements needed to meet your child’s needs effectively ensuring that they are 

able to fully access the school’s curriculum. 

Leaving us 

When children are preparing to leave us for a new school we liaise with their new school 

and pass on any information that will help them as well as their levels. Any support 

plans or Educational Health Care Plans will be transferred to their new school. We also 

do our best to offer transitional support before they leave us to give them best 

opportunities possible and Year 6 children with SEN are provided with additional 

sessions in their new high schools.  

What happens if I want to make a complaint about the SEN provision for my 

child? 

Complaints about SEN provision in our school should be made to the class teacher in 

the first instance. They will then be referred to the school’s complaints policy. 

The parents of pupils with disabilities have the right to make disability discrimination 

claims to the first-tier SEND tribunal if they believe that our school has discriminated 

against their children. They can make a claim about alleged discrimination regarding: 

•  Exclusions 

•  Provision of education and associated services 

•  Making reasonable adjustments, including the provision of auxiliary aids and 

service 



Further information for families 

Bradford Local Offer: Bradford Local Offer | What is the Bradford Local Offer? 

SENDIAS:  The Bradford SENDIASS provides Information, Advice and Support around 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). Support is provided on a range of 

topics, including provision in schools, assessment processes, conversion of statements 

to Education, Health and Care Plans, reviews, transitions, exclusions, transport, 

specialist provision/support services, appeals, local policies, Special Educational Needs 

code of practice. Support may be provided on a 1-1 or group basis according to need. 

Telephone: 01274 513300  Address: 40-42 Listerhills Science Park, Bradford, BD7 1HR 

Email: Bradfordsendiass@barnardos.org.uk 

Speech and language referral for families: How to refer - BDCT 

CAMHS: Child and Adolescent Mental Health service (CAMHS) - Fieldhead - Hillbrook 

(bdct.nhs.uk) 
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